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The Silent
sculptors: India’s
Weavers and the
Soul of the Saree

en we drape a handloom saree, we
aren't just wearing six yards of fabric;
we are wearing a masterpiece of human

endurance. Behind the vibrant hues of a Banarasi
silk or the intricate geometry of a Pochampally
Ikat lies the silent, rhythmic clacking of the
loom—a sound that defines the lives of over 35
lakh weavers across India. These artisans are
the true sculptors of our heritage, transforming
humble threads into a masterpiece.

The journey of a single saree is a testament
to boundless patience. Before the first thread
is even tossed, weavers spend days preparing
the loom, a process called warping and drafting
that requires mathematical precision. A complex
Kanjivaram or a double-ikat Patola can take
anywhere from three weeks to several months to
complete. During this time, the weaver sits in a
cramped pit or before a wooden frame for 10 to
12 hours a day, maintaining a level of focus that
borders on the meditative. One wrong move, one
broken thread, and the symmetry of a lifetime’s
skill is compromised.

Their creativity is instinctive, passed down
through generations like a sacred heirloom.
Without formal design degrees, they "program"
complex motifs—peacocks, temple towers, and
mythical vines directly into the loom. They play
with light and shadow, mixing zari and silk to
create "dhup-chaon" (iridescence) that no machine
can truly replicate.

Every saree is a collaborative triumph. From
the dyers who boil the yarn in organic pigments
to the designers who punch the jacquard cards
and the weavers who throw the shuttle, a village
of hands touches every fold. To buy a handloom
saree is to offer a big salute to these resilient
artists. It is an acknowledgement that in a world
of fast fashion, the slow, soulful heartbeat of the
handloom still reigns supreme.

YiluT BT e HbeddsT

I STcterdT T dideiia 3520 YR
BRI g fAurasiT UTedes <ot 37fo

TS IRP AT STA- FBROT &T 38, 10
Ted) ufgedicr RS eruaTd etedn a1
3YSHATd AR 3,200 AR FeHPR Sier
I, R AT &1 BT qucigd e argd
¢,000 =T 4¢ Il T dlpHEY Uep, il
31f0Y 9T fheier 3120 ofiF YR did
e AT BT, FERTERTE faiT 4,
UfYH 3UPR, T §aS, 01, A 37101 Gyl
A2 AT HIGIT IHTETd TEHPT Eclel.

f5ietit felede IMouT=a
Qi 3iftarel gredrsled |

w1efedl forg, FRIeprel 3nf0l gdma S<eTehiedl SeTaR SPTdIc Hare ey
wmm%ﬁﬁwm@@mmmmwm
fthHTT ST M. T S0t dieig B0 PR Yo R2H 3
Treig e (SIRINT) UL oI BRIRA 37Tad. GRI 31 il bdes Teid Jdad e
R FIRIRYZUT ST 31AYd HHPRY e HERTER dard
FISEICREICGE: I 1 U9 © &R

¢ ooog?ra-]‘@l?ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁl?ﬂﬂ'@-l'm

Alcadr. srvdTdie feiHer svee

UfRERTd Hblost & d @ AT dodel &l
el 3UhH UR USHl.

Managing Editor : Nikhil Ballal

30

YEARS

BB ASHe Yeid
quds : 9819755919

Voaat G - 91580 61923
Hiafl Arels 93240 14616

Supported by m‘a‘ma

fafaer gididicl IRaRe Arsaiged Jsiee
P 2 '
371foT WRBADT TS SUTRT ST, AT
T3HAR ABId HeUPH Seten Afgati-t
8 e Helel.
PRIGHT Afgetien Fstefierdar ag
Isiefter ISt Terfehr, ‘Taray shar,
‘Tafd 31’ 30T 3Ny IRPTAY 379M
fafde RRBRIT 3TN BT 3T Brel. T
3upHH PIisT a8 vpisamed Hic Maae
3R T4 AT BIEPHR T BRI 3T,
1O 8-y R

i Yete £ fgrTarandtel 3dfd 3reegsiil fer IR rvar
3118, T 203E He SIPTf ek thHARIATS U thHIBIRI HIZ:¢
b HeBTe] Al STPTfcich ShHARIcIeT AT AT e Sempidt
L. | R IR BEA T RIER R HifaRisTH ARl IS i, HERTS:
’ T 3fia a9 ayo a¥ YUt STTeiel "ai g HIaRH " A1 IS I
2 mmﬁaﬁm&amﬁﬁ%nmﬂgnﬁssﬁsy
. @rE BT W 30ferd 3. aﬂirassqgircrﬂzg@
] ﬁgaﬁagﬂmwmﬁaﬁammﬁiyrﬁﬁ} "HRATY
| T HERTSCT ATd SO AhI21TeR 35adRIR 38" & Wv
HATd ST T 372Ih TR B 31T8d.



March 2026

When Fashion Becomes Passion and Timeless Elegance
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hiitaal Nikam’s journey
Sis a compelling story of

determination, versatility,
and the courage to follow one’s true
calling. With a strong academic
foundation that includes a D.Ed,
BA, LL.B, and a Diploma in Fashion
Design, she initially began her
professional career in the field of
education, working as a teacher at
Saraswati English Medium School
in Airoli. She later explored the legal
profession, practising law for nearly
one and a half years. However,
despite her success in these fields,
her passion for fashion remained
undeniable and eventually guided
her toward a path where creativity
met purpose.

Around 2011—2012, Shiitaal
stepped into the world of fashion
with a simple beginning, armed
with her diploma and a deep desire
to create. Within just a few years,
her talent and dedication helped
her establish a strong presence
in Thane, where she became a
recognised name in the fashion
industry. Her keen eye for design
and her ability to understand
her clients’ personalities allowed
her to specialise in customised
outfits. She further elevated her
work by introducing intricate
handwork and embroidery, which
led her into the realm of bridal and
luxury prét fashion. Her designs
quickly resonated with clients who
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appreciated individuality, elegance,
and attention to detail.

Shiitaal’s journey has been
one of continuous growth
and exploration. She actively
participated in numerous fashion
events, gaining recognition and
appreciation for her work. Over
time, her expertise and reputation
earned her invitations as a guest and
jury member at beauty pageants
and fashion shows. She also
collaborated with several brands,
further expanding her reach and
influence in the industry. Despite
her achievements, Shiitaal has
remained committed to evolving
her craft, constantly learning from
her experiences, clients, and the
skilled artisans she works with.

Today, Shiitaal Nikam
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represents more than just a fashion
label; it embodies a philosophy
tailored for the modern woman, one
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who values authenticity over trends
and substance over superficiality.
The brand celebrates women
who are confident, intentional,
and self-assured, offering designs
that reflect their inner strength
and individuality. Each creation
is thoughtfully crafted, blending
the richness of Indian artistry with
contemporary elegance, ensuring
that every garment is not just worn,
but experienced.

Atits core, the story of Shiitaal
Nikam is intertwined with Shiitaal’s
own life, a journey marked by
resilience, independence, and
transformation. From balancing
family, education, and career to
embracing entrepreneurship, she
has consistently turned challenges
into opportunities. Her transition
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The brand, originally
known as “Awesome by
Shiitaal Nikam,” was built
on a powerful belief that
every woman deserves to
feel confident, beautiful,
and truly “awesome”
in what she wears. The
name reflected not
only the garments she
created but also the
emotion, confidence, and
individuality each design
was meant to evoke. As
her journey progressed,
the brand evolved into
“Shiitaal Nikam,” a name
that carries a deeper,
more personal identity
and a refined design
philosophy.

into fashion was not merely a career
shift but a deeper pursuit of purpose
and self-expression.

Through her work, Shiitaal
Nikam continues to redefine fashion
as amedium of empowerment. Her
brand stands as a celebration of
confidence, grace, and individuality
created for women who know who
they are, embrace their journey,
and choose to express themselves
unapologetically through what
they wear.
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#WearSareeWalkforWeavers
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Crowned by Courage:

A Journey from Dreams

to Empowerment

takes centre stage, Netraa

Prasad Deosthalee stands out
as a powerful example of resilience,
vision, and determination. A proud
Thanekar, born and brought up
in Thane, she has not only carved
a niche for herself in the world
of beauty pageants but has also
created a platform that empowers
countless individuals to chase
their dreams.

Netraa’s journey is not just
about crowns and titles; it is
about courage, persistence, and
purpose. A multiple beauty pageant
titleholder herself, she transformed

I n aworld where glamour often

her passion into a meaningful
venture by founding ND Events
in 2024. Her vision was clear: to
create opportunities for aspiring
models, nurture talent, and build
confidence among participants
from all walks of life.

Her first major step into the
industry came with the ambitious
event Queen of Thane 2025.
While the event witnessed an
overwhelming response in terms of
participation, the journey behind
the scenes was far from easy.
Finding sponsors and channel
partners proved to be a constant
challenge, demanding relentless
efforts, numerous meetings, and

unwavering belief in her dream.
During this crucial phase, the
support from Thane Vaibhav
played a significant role in giving
her platform the recognition it
deserved.

Despite the successful
execution of the event, Netraa
faced a financial loss. For many,
this setback could have marked
the end of their journey, but not
for her. Instead of stepping back,
she chose to rise stronger. Her
determination paid off when,
within just four months, she
successfully organised her second
event. Though financially balanced,

it symbolised something far more
valuable: growth, confidence, and
stability. It was a testament to
her belief that persistence always
leads to progress. With each step
forward, ND Events began to
establish itself as a promising
name in the pageantry and event
management industry. Under
her leadership, the platform has
successfully organised notable
events such as Thane Super Models
2025, further strengthening its
reputation for professionalism
and inclusivity.

Today, Netraa is gearing up for
her most ambitious project so far,
Queen and King of Maharashtra

Beyond the glamour
of pageants, Netraa
is deeply committed
to social impact. She
has worked closely
with organisations like
the Anni Foundation
Rehabilitation Centre in
Thane, where she trained
young girls to build
confidence and essential
life skills. She has also
extended her support to
students and alumni of
Aatman School for special
children, guiding them to
step forward with self-
belief and dignity.

2026. What makes this event

truly special is the introduction
of a specially-abled category,
a first-of-its-kind initiative in
Thane. Through this, she aims to

YEARS

promote inclusivity and provide
equal opportunities, ensuring
that talent and confidence are
celebrated beyond conventional
boundaries.
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Behind her remarkable journey
lies a strong support system: her
family, close friends, and her
dedicated team. Their constant
encouragement and belief have
been her backbone during the
most challenging phases, enabling
her to move forward with strength
and clarity.

Netraa’s journey is a true
reflection of passion meeting
purpose. From winning crowns
to creating platforms for others
to shine, she continues to inspire
and uplift. Her story reminds
us that success is not defined by
the absence of failure, but by the
courage to rise after every fall.

As she beautifully puts it, “The
crown I built was not given to me,
it was earned through sleepless
nights, silent struggles, and the
courage to never give up.”
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Pearl Jamshedwala: A Voice for the Voiceless

was never a choice; it was instinct.

Sixteen years ago, as a young child,
she found herself unable to ignore the
suffering of animals around her. Whether
it was a limping dog, an injured bird, or a
frightened creature hiding in a corner, she
would always stop to help. What began as a
simple act of kindness soon evolved into a
lifelong mission dedicated to rescuing and
rehabilitating animals in need.

Today, Pearl’s life revolves entirely
around caring for animals that are often
overlooked or abandoned. Her work
extends beyond common pets to include
specially-abled cats, injured birds, and
even lesser-acknowledged creatures such
as rats, shrews, tortoises, and iguanas. For
her, compassion knows no boundaries. She
does not believe in categorising animals
by breed or species. Instead, she identifies
them by one shared identity: rescued and
deserving of love.

However, this journey is far from easy.
Behind every successful rescue story lies
an untold struggle of sleepless nights,
emergency veterinary visits, and the
emotional and physical responsibility of
caring for animals who depend entirely on

For Pearl Jamshedwala, compassion
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her. Many of these animals arrive in critical
condition, requiring constant medical
attention, patience, and time to heal. Despite
these challenges, Pearl continues her work
with unwavering dedication.

A strong pillar behind her journey
has been her family. Their unconditional
support has helped her stay focused and
fearless in her mission. While others may
see dirt, wounds, or inconvenience, her
family sees the compassion and purpose
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Finding safe and loving
homes for rescued animals
is another crucial part of her
work. Pearl goes to great
lengths, travelling across the
city whenever necessary to
ensure each animal finds a
responsible and caring family.
For her, adoption is not just
about placement; it is about
guaranteeing that an animal,
once abandoned or hurt, never
has to face suffering again.

in her work. Their encouragement has
given her the strength to continue without
hesitation or fear of judgment.

To sustain her rescue efforts, Pearl runs
a small home-based pet boarding service
from her mother’s home. The modest income
generated from this service goes directly
into funding the medical care, food, and
daily needs of the rescued animals. Her
days often begin before sunrise, filled with
feeding routines, administering medicines,
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injections, and tending to animals that
would not survive without her care.
Though her work may not always bring
recognition or accolades, it offers something
far more profound: the silent trust of an
animal who has learned to believe again.
Each life she saves stands as a testament to
the power of compassion and dedication.
Through her journey, Pearl continues to
inspire others to look beyond indifference
and choose kindness. In a world where
countless animals are forgotten, her efforts
remind us that even the smallest act of care
can mean the difference between survival
and silence.
For those in need of help for
injured or abandoned animals,
you can reach out to Pearl
Jamshedwala- @pearljamshedwala

UPI ID: pjamshedwala@okicici
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or some, teaching is a
Fprofessmn for others, it is
a legacy. When educational
leadership is in your blood, you
do not just lead—you transform
lives. This defines Dr Anjali Pandey,
Principal of BSM Dnyananand
School in Thane. Her choice was
destined, rooted in a family devoted
to education and nation-building.
This profound legacy was
shaped by her grandmother, a
National Award—winning teacher
and principal from Uttar Pradesh,
who dedicated 47 years to education
with a flawless 100% result record
and a commitment to women's
empowerment across academics,
NCC, and PT drills. Witnessing her
grandmother’s passion, discipline,
and ability to bring meaningful
change inspired Dr Anjali deeply,
shaping her purpose and guiding
her path. This foundation was
strengthened by her grandfather,
a freedom fighter and successful
principal, and her father, a
renowned retired professor from
Varanasi. With an aunt who is
also a National Award—winning
principal, Dr Anjali views education
as a way of life. Today, under the
noble guidance of Mr Kedar Joshi,
Secretary of Brahman Shikshan
Mandal, she continues this mission,
crediting the institution’s supportive
leadership for providing the
platform to drive change.

Ultimately, Dr Anjali's
goal is to foster a
dynamic, student-centric
ecosystem focused on
academic excellence and
personality enhancement.
By strengthening
industry connections and
introducing innovative
teaching methodologies,
she prepares every
graduate to emerge
as a confident, ethical
professional ready to face
global challenges. Under
her leadership, BSM
continues to be a place
where legacy meets the
future, shaping the next
generation of leaders.

Dr Anjali’s dedication has earned
her numerous prestigious accolades,
including the ‘Maharashtra Ratna
Puraskar 2026’ for outstanding state
leadership and the ‘National School
Award’ for being a Best Visionary
Principal. Recognised globally
as a ‘Skill Bharat Ambassador’
through the SKILL Bharat Samman
5.0, she has also been featured
among ‘India’s Most Influential
Women Educators’. Her consistent
excellence is further marked by the

Dr Anjali Pandey, receiving the prestigious Maharashtra
Gaurav Puraskar for her excellence in education

‘Best Educator Award 2025’ and the
‘Shikshak Ratna Puraskar 2025,
honouring her student-centric

initiatives and exemplary service
to the teaching profession.

Her academic journey is
deeply rooted in a commitment to
institutional development. Holding
a Doctorate, she has consistently
worked toward enhancing both
subject expertise and administrative
leadership. For her, education
was never just a career choice
but a calling to shape society.
Having started in the classroom
to understand student aspirations
firsthand, she transitioned into
leadership to design better systems.
Today, her focus remains on
creating a balanced environment
where discipline, innovation, and
growth coexist seamlessly.

At the heart of her methodology
is a unique blend of traditional

values and modern professional
demands. While BSM maintains
a strong foundation of ethics, Dr
Anjali ensures the curriculum
remains industry-ready. She
achieves this by preserving core
values like integrity and respect
while integrating modern practices
such as digital learning and case-
based teaching. This dual focus
ensures that graduates are not only
knowledgeable but also responsible,
future-ready professionals. In a
rapidly changing landscape, she
believes that ‘adaptability’ is the
most essential skill for any student.
Knowledge alone is no longer
enough; success belongs to those
who can learn, unlearn, and relearn.
By combining this adaptability
with strong communication and
a problem-solving mindset, she
empowers her students to thrive
in any professional environment
they choose to enter.

Dr Anjali’s vision extends far
beyond textbooks, as she actively
promotes real-world exposure
through internships, industry visits,
and guest lectures. By encouraging
students to engage directly with
business environments, she ensures
they understand the practical
application of theoretical concepts.
This experiential learning builds the
confidence necessary to transition
smoothly from the classroom to the
boardroom.

Slmply Relish with Heart in Every Blte

Alpenlibe Just Jelly's Bakers
Studio Winner for Season 2

imply Relish is the inspiring journey

In every creation, Prajakti and Rucha pour their hearts and souls. They

Their growth has been entirely organic,

Sof mother-daughter duo Prajakti
and Rucha Rao, who transformed
a simple summer baking course into a
flourishing home bakery. Their commitment
to excellence has earned them consistent
rankings among Mumbai’s top 10 and India’s
top 25 home bakers by various Bakery
awards, such as Jindal Cocoa, Homebakers
Guild, and Seabuzz Master Baker. Most
notably, they emerged as the winners of
the Alpenliebe Just Jelly Baker’s Studio
Season 2 on Zee TV.

The venture began when Rucha, a
nutritionist, enrolled in a bread-baking
course. A shared passion soon emerged;
whenever Rucha faced academic deadlines
or exams, Prajakti stepped in to attend
the classes in her place. This unexpected
introduction sparked Prajakti’s own love

believe that when a client invites them to be a part of their celebrations,

they owe it to them to give 110%, turning every bite into a celebration of

flavour, wellbeing, and trust.

for the craft. By 2015, while balancing a
professional career and home life, she began
taking her first orders.

A defining moment arrived in 2016 when
Prajakti’s application for an international
baking diploma in Bengaluru was initially
rejected due to the age criteria. Refusing
to let a number define her potential, the
family flew to Bangalore to meet the
institute's owner in person. Impressed by
her determination, he granted her admission.
Together, mother and daughter went on
to complete the Diplome de Patisserie at
the esteemed Lavonne Academy of Baking

Science and Pastry Arts.

Upon Rucha’s graduation in 2017, she
took the helm of full-fledged production,
ranging from delicate cupcakes to intricate
customised cakes, while Prajakti led
client communications and social media
marketing- all on her own! Their USP lies
in an uncompromising approach: they use
only fresh, hygienic ingredients with strictly
no premixes or additives. This dedication
to quality was famously tested when they
handcrafted 60 unique customised cakes
in just 72 hours for Minister of Transport
Pratap Sarnaik’s birthday.

fuelled by word-of-mouth. To deepen her
industry expertise, Rucha even worked
in Quality Control for a brand supplying
major chains like Café Coffee Day. Today,
she continues to expand her professional
horizons as an active member of the Saturday
Club Global Trust, a prominent Marathi
business networking forum.

Beyond the oven, Rucha is passionate
about sharing her expertise, frequently
conducting baking workshops to inspire
and train aspiring bakers. As a nutritionist,
Rucha is dedicated to balancing indulgence
with health. Their Nachni (ragi) dates cake
and brown-sugar banana bread are fan
favourites, crafted to retain natural nutrition.
She is currently researching millet-based
cookies and tarts, driven by a desire to prove
that mindful eating can be truly delicious.



