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WHEN ART IS
IN THE AIR.....

f saree is an expression of
beauty, then the art that

comes wrapped in it, tends to
become more divine and serene.
We at Hastkala are celebrating
the rejuvenating monsoon
with the equally refreshing
personalities of the city who have
carved a niche for themselves in
the world of art. A cultural hub
that Thane is, these amazing
artists from various fields stand
for each colour of the rainbow.
Never has been the horizon of
the city so beautiful and we stand
in unison to appreciate them.

Thanekars have been
connoisseurs of art and the
culturally rich fabric glows with
their performances. Some of
them have even mesmerised the
audiences abroad. The national
and international luminaries
who have been highlighted in
Hastkala Life represent the huge
talent that is being groomed for
future. Hastkala encourages such
talents and to keep the tempo
going we also bring reputed
vocalists, dancers, musicians and
many others to show their skills.
Priyanka Barve, the heart throb
of avid music lovers is one such
personality whom Hastkala has
brought to enrich the crowd. We
believe that only good artists can
inspire and encourage upcoming
good ones. We are glad to be
interlocutors for a good cause.
For us Anandghana is nothing
but happiness raining.
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Celebrating the Golden Jubilee of Dancing Bliss

t the tender age of three, when children barely
Asgart to run, Vaishali Irani, daughter of Daran
ehram Reporter, set the stage on fire with
her eye-pleasing dance moves. Her elder sister,
Madhumati, was a famous and well-trained dancer
who introduced Vaishali to this beautiful world
of dancing.

Vaishali elucidates, “I undertook formal training
in Kathak and Bharatanatyam from Pandit Bhimraj
and Guru Kalyan Raman Pillai, respectively. I
became an accomplished dancer at the start
of my teenage. I was hardly 12-13 years old
when I had my first tryst with the silver screen,
thanks to Rajshree, former Hindi film actress
and daughter of V Shantaram, who offered
me my first work in a movie that was shot in
Rajkamal Studio.”

She adds, “I vividly remember when my
mother and I visited V Shantaram’s office for the
first time. When my mother dug into her bag to
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To date, she has done thousands of shows in
India and abroad. With movies and many stage
shows to her credit, Vaishali hung up her boots
as she tied the knot with her family friend
Sarosh Irani, the owner of Prabhat Talkies in
Thane, to unfurl a new beginning. Sitting at
home was never an option, so Irani decided
to take her passion to a new height.

Y “ takeout my photographs, Shantaramji quickly said
that his eyes are like a camera. Your daughter is
selected for my movie.”

“I signed the contract the very next day,”
exclaims Vaishali. 52 other girls went through
screen testing, but to her delight, she was the one
who made it straight to the movie sets without
any screen test. The title of the film was Boond
Jo Ban Gaye Moti.
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Vaishali Jain’ S ndyssey painis art, heart, and fresh start

“When life gave me a blank canvas,
Idecided to paint my masterpiece.”
These powerful words beautifully
encapsulate the inspiring journey
of Vaishali Jain, the founder of
Aakruti Arts and Crafts. For over 25
years, Vaishali has been nurturing
creativity and healing through art,
transforming not only her own
life but also the lives of hundreds
of students.

Arthasbeen Vaishali’s passion
since childhood. After completing
her graduation, she rekindled her
love for drawing and painting. She
began art classes at home with just
a handful of students. The positive
response encouraged her to grow
this initiative, and what started with
7—-8 students has now flourished
into a thriving art institution.

Today, Aakruti Arts and Crafts
operates out of two main locations,
Bhandup and Thane, and teaches
around 180 to 200 students across
all age groups. From school children
to homemakers and senior citizens,
people come here not only to learn
art but also to find a creative outlet,

a community, and often, a form
of therapy.

What makes Aakruti Arts
special is the diversity of art forms
taught and the values and vision
behind it. Vaishali’s journey is one of
resilience. Having faced significant
personal challenges, including a
divorce at a young age, she found
strength and solace in art. With
the unwavering support of her
mother, brother, and sister, she
turned her passion into a purposeful
profession. Her mission, “In Art You
Name It, We Have It”, reflects her
belief that art is for everyone and
every hand can create.

At Aakruti Arts, students are
gently guided through structured
techniques like sketching, shading,
proportions, and colour theory
while also being encouraged to
express their imagination freely.
Vaishali believes that “discipline
is the brush and creativity is the
paint,” and they build artistic
confidence together. The teaching
methodology includes experiential
learning such as outdoor painting

Today, Aakruti Arts
and Crafts is not just an
art class but a nurturing

space for healing, growth,

and self-discovery. It
stands as a testament
to the power of passion
and perseverance.
Vaishali Jain’s journey is a
reminder that one can truly

transform a blank canvas

into a masterpiece of life

with courage, community,

and creativity.

sessions, art picnics, and live
sketching that help students
observe and connect with the
real world.

From understanding shapes
in nature to developing balance
and symmetry, students start
with foundational exercises that
build strong technical and creative
skills. In crafts, students work with
various materials, learning the

importance of sequence, patience,
and precision. Vaishali always
reminds her students: “Master the
basics, and your imagination will
have no limits.” One of her most
rewarding experiences is seeing a
student's mindset shift from “I can’t
draw” to “Look what I created!”
Many who enter her class doubting
their abilities leave with newfound
confidence and creativity.

Aakruti Arts offers many art
styles, from traditional Indian art
like Warli, Madhubani, Lippan,
and Meenakari to contemporary
mediums like resin art, abstract
painting, and glasswork. Craft
sessions include paper quilling,
clay modelling, fabric painting,
wall hangings, and seasonal
decorations. These activities
teach technical skills and produce
tangible results that students
cherish.

Vaishali ensures that Aakruti
Arts also promotes responsible
creativity. Many craft projects use
recycled materials—plastic bottles
become planters, newspapers turn

into papier-maché sculptures,
and wine bottles are reborn as
painted home décor. Through
this, students learn the importance
of sustainability and how art
can contribute positively to the
environment.

For younger children, utmost
care is taken to ensure safety. Non-
toxic materials, proper ventilation,
and age-appropriate tools are
used with supervision, creating
a safe environment for fearless
exploration. Beyond beauty, art and
craft classes at Aakruti Arts build
vital life skills. Activities improve
fine motor development, hand-eye
coordination, focus, and emotional
expression. Art becomes a gym
for growing minds and fingers,
preparing students for life beyond
the classroom.

Vaishali passionately believes
art is a meaningful way to reduce
screen time in today’s digital world.
Engaging children in creative
expression improves their cognitive
development, emotional well-being,
and social interaction significantly.
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Celebrating the Golden Jubilee of Dancing Bliss

(From Pg. 1)
Later, Vaishali also learnt swimming, which would add to
her repertoire. To her surprise, S.D. Narang offered her
Anmol Moti, a predominantly underwater movie, but due
to her nuptials, Irani backed out, and the movie was then
presented to Babita. Similarly, she had to refuse Subodh
Mukherjee and the RK banner.

Vaishali starred in Ramraj Nahata’s Raaton Ka Raja and
S.S. Vasan’s Teen Bahuraniyan. Vasan’s Gemini Pictures
offered her another two movies, but she could not do the
same due to her wedding.

Just before marriage, Vaishali featured in just one movie:
Chowkidar. Vaishali recalls, “Sohanlal Masterji and Shyam
Ralhan came home one night and requested my mother if
I could do one classical number in the movie. My mother
tried to convince them that T had long decided to bid adieu
to movies. But the duo was hell-bent to cast me in that
song. With due respect to both these gentlemen, I agreed.”

Apart from the films, Vaishali participated in various
high-profile programmes, including the warfront show at
Nathula Pass that was held in December 1968. “Sunil Dutt’s
Ajanta Arts Cultural Troupe wanted me to perform there.
It was bone-chilling cold, and I was asked to perform in
the snow. Dutt asked me to wear an overcoat and perform.
However, Waheeda Rehman, a hardcore artist, ordered me
to perform wearing just the dance costume and nothing else.
I still remember that half an hour when I performed in that
harsh cold. After the performance, my feet were numb, but
my heart was happy. In the same show, Kishore Kumar was
making his comeback; however, the weather got the better
of him, and he could not perform,” reminisces Vaishali.

To date, she has done thousands of shows in India and
abroad. With movies and many stage shows to her credit,
Vaishali hung up her boots as she tied the knot with her
family friend Sarosh Irani, the owner of Prabhat Talkies
in Thane, to unfurl a new beginning. Sitting at home was
never an option, so Irani decided to take her passion to
a new height.

Before starting her dance academy in 1972, Vaishali

had been actlvely teachlng dance since 1970. By the
gracious presence of Nargis, Gopi Krishnaji, Shakila,
Kammo, Shammiji, and many other stars, the institute
was inaugurated in Thane. Every day, Vaishali put in
dollops of hard work as she relentlessly worked from 9
am to 9 pm. From introducing crash courses in Kathak
and Bharatnatyam to organising Group Arangetram, she
refurbished the classical dance form and attracted many
to it. The reason for introducing a crash course in Kathak
and Bharatnatyam was that she realised that the girls
these days are racing against time, and it is difficult for
them to invest 7-8 years in learning these dance forms.
That is why she brought about this welcome change of
having a 3-4 year crash course. Another innovation that

Irani introduced was the Group Arangetram. Typically,
Arangetram is expensive and likely to burn a hole in one’s
pocket. With the Group Arangetram, Vaishali applied the
principle of economies of scale as the cost was divided
among multiple artists, and thus, it became reasonable
for each. If Group Arangetram had not been introduced,
T am afraid we would have lost such an incredible talent
and, of course, many others who succumb to the financial
pressures of performing an Arangetram,” posits Irani. She
mentions, “Two girls performed Arangetram almost free of
cost as they were adjusted in a group. I must acknowledge
the parents who allowed these girls to perform with their
daughters.”

She carried the bounty of experience she earned before
1970 and used it in her classes. Vaishali trained students in
Holy Cross Convent High School and St. John the Baptist
High School as her dance academy matured. She also
opened a branch in Thane’s Vrindavan society.

Vaishali, blessed with two daughters, Anaheeta, an LLB,
and Namrata, who has pursued hotel management, is now
handling the dance academy. Despite her busy schedule, the
mother in Vaishali left no stone unturned in her daughters'
upbringing. Both daughters are highly educated. However,
the duo gave up their prolific jobs and chose to water the
plant, the seeds of which were sown by their mother. Truly,
the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.

Another feather in Vaishali’s hat is the charity shows
she has organised since 2006. “When Nargisji was unwell,
she expressed her need to have charity shows, the proceeds
of which could go to cancer patients. Since the last 15 years,
my team and I have been conducting charity shows as a
tribute to Nargisji, one of the finest actors of all time,” avers
Vaishali. At present, both Vaishali's daughters, under their
mother's able aegis, are running these shows.

Vaishali Irani concludes, “Dance is my oxygen and I
cannot live without it. Dance is an art and a teacher, which
teaches you many things. It develops your personality,
gives you confidence, and I can vouch that a good dancer
always stands out among the crowd.”
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Anandghana Art Festival set to
cast monsoon musical magic

( jometh the monsoon,
Hastkala, a household
name in Thane and

surrounding areas, brings the

much-awaited Anandghana

Art Festival. Anandghana is the

harbinger of the monsoon and

the auspicious month of Shravan.
In the past, Hastkala extended
a heartfelt invitation to all the
music lovers and connoisseurs to
soak in the mellifluous voice of
the critically acclaimed classical
singer, Shri Rahul Deshpande
and Arya Ambekar. Deshpande
presented some of his beautiful
musical collections from his
YouTube channel - 'Rahul
Deshpande Collective', and the

classic coalescence of Hindi and
Marathi songs won the audience's
hearts. Actor and Singer Arya
Ambekar also enthralled the
audience with her popular songs.

The programme garners
tremendous response every year.
Many distinguished dignitaries
grace this event, and people
eagerly await this three-hour-
long musical rendezvous. While
it rains outside, the audience
inside the theatre is indubitably
drenched in the sweet downpour.
The skyline of Thane witnesses
an enchanting rainbow, not made
from seven colours, but from the
seven musical notes that emanate
from this art festival.
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This year marks a
special milestone:
Hastkala proudly
celebrates its 30th
anniversary, and

the Anandghana Art
Festival enters its
fourth glorious year
of promoting Indian
culture, creativity,
and tradition. The
festival's highlight will
be a live performance
by renowned singer
Priyanka Barve, who
will mesmerise the
audience with her
soulful voice and
captivating presence
on stage. The event is
scheduled for August
7 at Dr Kashinath
Ghanekar Auditorium.




